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TOPICAL OUTLINE OF THE 10 SECTIONS OF THE WASHINGTON LEADERSHIP STUDY  

1. MATH:    GEORGE WASHINGTON SURVEYS THE WEST  
There are a series of math questions based on a small “surveyed” plot of land.  Students will 
gain knowledge of the 18th century in the types of math problems that a surveyor would 
have been faced with out in the wilderness.

2. PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS:    WASHINGTON AS AN ACTIVE YOUTH   
Excerpt from the Journal of 1754.  Students read the primary source and answer the 
questions that follow.  

3. PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS:    GEORGE WASHINGTON'S SERVICE TO THE NATION  
Excerpt from Braddock's march to Fort Duquesne or Washington as Commander of the 
Continental Army or Washington becomes the first President of the United States of 
America  (Chose one of the three selections).  Students read the passage, reflect on and 
analyze the story then answer questions that follow. 

4. HISTORICAL RESEARCH – ON-LINE RESEARCH – WEB BASED   
LEARNING:   WASHINGTON & THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION   
Students complete a graphic organizer on seven (7) key military events of the Revolution 
(Siege of Boston, the Long Island Campaign, Trenton, Princeton, Valley Forge, Monmouth 
and Yorktown)

5. PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS:    WASHINGTON'S LEADERSHIP   
Excerpt from the Battle of Trenton or excerpt from the Newburgh Mutiny.  (Chose one of 
two selections).  Students reflect on and analyze the passages then answer questions that 
follow.

6. WEB-BASED LEARNING:    WASHINGTON'S POST REVOLUTION YEARS  
There is a series of questions that focus on the society of the Cincinnati and the 
Constitutional Convention. Interactive web sites are provided and are very useable and 
student friendly.



7. ART& ECONOMICS (WEB BASED LEARNING):   GEORGE WASHINGTON THE     
ENTREPRENEUR    This section focuses on researching the many different money makers of 
Washington at his Mount Vernon plantation and neighboring farms.  The information 
researched is placed on a student-made map of Washington's properties, done on tea dyed 
paper and drawn in black ink.

8. WEB-BASED LEARNING & PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS:      WASHINGTON &     
SLAVERY   
 This section focuses on Washington's Last Will & Testament and the passage about his 
slaves and the dower slaves at Mount Vernon.  Web sites are provided for further 
understanding of slavery at Mount vernon under George Washington.

9. WEB-BASED RESEARCH & PRACTICAL CORRESPONDENCE/CREATIVE   
WRITING:      WASHINGTON'S ROLE IN THE GOVERNMENT  
 This section leads students to complete a graphic organizer on successes and challenges in 
office and precedents set by the first president.  Age appropriate web sites are provided. 
The ending of this section leads the students to write to a current politician of their choice 
to express questions, concerns, or ideas.  As Washington became involved in government, 
students today should also be familiar with how to contact their current political leaders, 
either locally, in the state, or in Washington, D.C.

10. CREATIVE WRITING:    WASHINGTON'S LEGACY  
There are five (5) short eulogies provided.  These are from famous Americans, giving their 
thoughts on the life of George Washington.  After completing the Leadership Study and 
reading the short passages in this section, students are asked to write their own eulogy to 
George Washington.

Following all 10 sections there is a Student Checklist provided.  This is a useful tool for the 
students and teachers to see what has been completed, and how much more the students 
have left to finish.



SCHEDULE FOR IMPLEMENTING THE WASHINGTON     
LEADERSHIP STUDY & AWARD IN YOUR CLASSROOM.  

Topics, in chronological order; 1750's surveying as a profession, Washington traveling to 
Fort Venago at the request of Governor Dinwiddie of Virginia in 1753-54, the French & 
Indian War (the Battle of the Monongahela), Leadership in accepting the role of 
Commander in Chief of the Army, key battles and campaigns of the American Revolution, 
the Society of the Cincinnati, the Constitutional Convention, 18th Century Slavery and 
finally the First Presidency.

Starting after settlement of the 13 British Colonies – 
Picking back up after the death of George Washington.

FOCUS  IS  ON  THE  PERSON,  GEORGE  WASHINGTON 
&  HOW  HIS  LIFE  EXPERIENCE  SHAPED  AMERICA.  

BY  DOING  THIS,  STUDENTS  WILL  GAIN  A  FULL  UNDERSTANDING  OF 
COLONIAL  AMERICAN  LIFE  IN  A  REVOLUTIONARY  WAY!
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Day 1
Introduction to the 
Leadership Study

Go over the sections 
and show the two major 
web sites to use for this 
project1

Day 2
Colonial American 
from the eyes of a 

young man 

Washington the 
surveyor 

(section 1)

Day 3
Traveling into the 

Wilderness

George Washington and 
the heated tension 
between England and 
France.

 (section 2)

Day 4
The French & Indian 

War

Overview discussion 
on the F & I War2

Day 5
Building Leaders in 
Colonial America – 

Washington & Franklin

Use section 3 to study 
the building of 
leadership, and then 
have students do a brief 
research study on Ben 
Franklin (compare & 
contrast their 
backgrounds) – 
homework

(section 3)

1 The two major web sites are 1) http://discovergeorgewashington.org/  and 2)http://www.mountvernon.org/ 
2 For useable PowerPoint presentations on United States History, please visit https://sites.google.com/a/hoban.org/

mr-anderson-s-united-states-history-class/ 

http://discovergeorgewashington.org/
https://sites.google.com/a/hoban.org/mr-anderson-s-united-states-history-class/
https://sites.google.com/a/hoban.org/mr-anderson-s-united-states-history-class/
http://www.mountvernon.org/


Day 6
In-Class Lesson on the 

taxes of Parliament 

W hat led the American 
Colonists to economic 
rebellion?  See Hoban 
web link below for a 
downloadable chart for 
students use.

Day 7
Washington the 

Entrepreneur – How 
did George make his 

money ?

Use the web resources 
below to discover the 
different ways that 
Washington made his 
money in the 1700's.  

(section 7)

Day 8
Presentations on 
Washington the 
Entrepreneur 

Have students present 
their hand made maps 
and have each group 
discuss one (1) facet of 
Washington's money 
makers at Mount 
Vernon.

Day 9 Day 10

The American Revolution
(section 4)

Students can study the seven (7) major battles or 
campaigns of the war that involve Washington. 
I would also recommend including the Battle of 
Saratoga, 1777.  There are also many political 
and economic pieces of the war that need to be 
covered.  Divide the class into seven (7) groups, 
each one taking one major event.  Give them 
class time to research and present, placing their 
battles on a large timeline of the Revolution in 
your classroom.  The rest of the class time can 
be devoted to teaching the various points of the 
war through the PowerPoints on the Hoban web 
site.  For homework, give the students the 
assignment to look at Washington's Leadership 
in the Revolution (section 5)

Day 11
Revolutionary War 

Wrap-Up

Use this time for any 
additional 
time/materials you 
may wish to cover (The 
Declaration of 
Independence, Franklin 
& France, etc.)
There is a great video 
reading of the D. of I. 
found on Youtube, but 
linked directly on the 
Hoban US History site 
(you can show this w/out 
pulling up the full  
Youtube screen) 

Day 12
Washington's Post 
Revolution Years – 

What is he doing after 
the war?

Students will focus on 
web-based learning for 
this section to answer 
the questions on 
Washington's role in 
the Society of the 
Cincinnati and the 
Constitutional 
Convention.

(section 6)

Day 13
 Washington as our First 

President

Students will examine 
the leadership qualities 
of George Washington, 
those that he developed 
as a youth, and those 
that he refined as a 
general in the field, and 
will see how well his 
leadership flowed into 
the new office of 
President of the United 
States of America.

(section 9)

Day 14
Washington & 

Slavery- Examine the 
interaction between 

Washington & his 
slaves at Mount 

Vernon.

Students will use the 
web sites provided to 
learn more about slave 
life at Mount Vernon. 
They will also 
examine Washington's 
Last Will & Testament 
and read about his 
decision to free his 
slaves – but which one 
were not freed?

(section 8)

Day 15
Washington's Legacy

How the United States 
moved from the 1700's 
into the new era of the 

1800's.  How will 
Washington be 
remembered?

Students will read five 
different eulogies to 
Washington.  After 
studying his life and 
impact on America, 
each student will 
compose a short original 
eulogy to Washington. 
Have them stand up and 
read them one-by-one 
in class.

(section 10)

If you are not able to devote fifteen (15) days in covering Colonial America (1732-1799), you can use 
parts of the Washington Leadership Study in-class, as homework, or as an entire additional out-of-
class assignment (extra assignment, or extra credit, if you want to call it that).  The most important 
thing is to try to incorporate some of the study in your classroom.  There are a variety of different 
assignments and projects to tap into different learner characteristics.  As we are all pressed to teach 
to the new state curriculum standards, please remember that those are the MINIMUM of what we 
can and should be teaching.  Our students need and deserve so much more of an in-depth learning 
experience.  By using the Washington Leadership Study, you can provide that in-depth learning on 
at least one subject.

The medals cost $9.00 each plus shipping.  Contact your department chair to work this into your 
department's yearly budget.  You can award one of these to the best completed Leadership Study in 
each class, or if you are offering the study as an extra assignment, put the medal out there as an 
incentive for those who complete the full study, or make it a contest for the best one turned in.


